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FROM THE DIRECTOR 


The Annual Report for. 1967-68 
Is due to be out any day now and In 
it | discuss varlous matters of major 
concern to the Museum. In this 
Newsletter | will merely wish the 
staff and all of our friends a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 


CONCORD FIELD STATION 


Things are moving forward 
slowly but surely. Robert Jenkins, 
who plans to complete hfs doctoral 
thesis this year, Is now the care- 
taker, and he and his family are 
settied In the living quarters. 
Exact boundaries of the Field 
Station have not yet been deter- 
mined, but hopefully the envyire 
area will be surveyed and mapped 
this winter. Waiter Lyford, Soll 
Scientist at the Harvard Forest, 
will be using the woods for his 
course on the process of soil 
cevelopment, and several other 
courses are utilizing both the 
Concord and Bedford areas for field 
trips. At the Bedford station, 

Dr. Evans has been trapping wasps, 
John Alcock Is using part of the 
Laboratory area for his study on 
feeding behavior In birds, and 
Vincent Mag!fo has taken over a 
section of the vast main room for 
his work on the osteology of ele- 
phants. But there Is still ample 
space, both Inside and outside, for 
other Investigators. 
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IN THE FIELD 


Dr. Simpson reports that he 
and his wife, Ann, have just spent 
three profitable and pieasant weeks 
In Victoria, Austraifa. "In Methourne 
| have been at the Museun and ai! 
three universities, have seen most 
of the Victortan fossI|l mammals, have 
observed living Notomys and Antechi- 
nomys, and have taken measurements 
of skeletons for a study of adaptive 
types. | have also located unce- 
scribed specimens of at least threa, 
probably four genera of Miocene 
penguins (from Bedauman's) and am 
arranging for their study." Or. 
Simpson lectured at the University 
of Melbourne and spent ten days In 
the field looking at numerous fossil] 
localities before proceeding first 
to Adelaide and Perth, and then to 
New Zealand. 


Early In November Or. Paynter 
and his wife joined Mr. and Mrs. 
William Cottrell (he ?s an Associate 
In Ornithofogy) on a three-weeks 
excursion to Peru to study birds, 
particutarly various buntings (fmbert- 
zines). This Is the Paynters' first 
return to active field work In South 
America since their near-disaster In 
Ecuador three years ago. However, 
as we know, danger may loom [n any 
place, and if has been runiored that 
the Cottrel!ls chose November for thelr 
trip in order to escape the hunters 
of New Hampshire. 
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Dr. Kummel feft Cambridge at 
the beginning of June to visit 
museums In London, Amsterdam, 
Copenhagen, and Vienna. He then 
went on to Kashmir and northwestern 
Iran, near the Russlan border, where 
he and Dr. Curt Telchert of the 
University of Kansas continued their 
fleld studies of Permo-Triassic 
border problems. On his return 
flight, Or. Kummel sat next to a 
young man who Informed him that the 
worst subject he had ever taken In 
college was geology, that he had 
barely passed with a low D, and that 
he couldn't understand how anybody 
could find geology interesting. 

When Bernie asked where he had gone 
to college, the crushing answer was 
(you guessed It) Harvard. It was 
the young man's turn to blush: 
after an introduction and closer 
examination of the face of his 
fellow traveller, he recognized the 
professor whose course he had 
(admittedly Infrequently) attended 
last winter. 


Barbara Lawrence has been In 
Turkey since late September as a 
member of the Joint University of 
Istanbul -- University of Chicago 
Prehistoric Project at Gayonu, where 
she Is busy working out techniques 
for bone identification In the field. 
Her primary concern on this expdedi- 
tion ts to determine the osteological! 
differences between wild and domestic 
forms of certain spectes of bovids, 
but she Is also continuing her work - 
on the antiquity of the domestic dog. 
She writes, "Things go well, I'm 
pleased with the confirmations I'm 
getting on the diagnostic characters 
!'ve worked out, and It's interesting 
to tackle the big bovids." 


Early in December Miss Lawrence 
will leave Turkey for South America 
and join Mr. Schevill who fs doing 
research on the La Plata River 
dolphin. She is expected back in 
Cambridge in mid-January. 


After a Herp-style pre-Hal loween 
send-off, Dr. E. E. Willfams was 
alrborne, headed for two and a half 
months In Latin America with stops 
at Panama City, Caracas, Bogota, 
and Lima. He has set up a rigorous 
scheduje of collecting and coi la- 
borating with fellow herpetologists. 
Despite promises to "bring back many 
anoles," In his eagerness to reach 
sunny southlands the essential 
collecting nooses were forgotten. 
They await him In Sao Paulo with 
Dr. Paulo Vanzolini, his Brazif!tan 
host. 


Dr. John Lawrence went to 
Florida tn June, ostensibly to 
collect fungus (Cildae), but It has 
been reported that he was seen with 
Ed Wilson fishing for sharks [In the 
waters of the Keys. Needing a 
vacation after this strenuous 
activity, he proceeded to California 
where high In the Slerras he found 
a Guru who Instructed him in the 
Indian philosophy of IIfe. We all 
hope to benefit from whatever know- 
ledge John has brought back to the 
East. 


Dr. Gould and hts wife, Debbie, 
spent June and July In Bermuda, the 
Bahamas, Curaceo, and.on the north 
coast of Puerto Rico looking for 
Plelstocene land snalls and studying 
the relation between shell form 
and environment In modern snails. 


Dr. Clench and his colleague, 
Dr. David Stansbury, of the Natural 
History Museum, Columbus, Ohlo, 
collected fresh-water mollusks exten- 
sively In the upper reaches of the 
Tennessee River. Their expedition 
Included sampling the previously 
unknown parts of the New-Kanawha 
River of the Ohio drainage. 


neewol lél-erg etyte-qreh 6 TeTTA 
sow emaliliW .2 1.2.40 , tto-bnee 
iat e base owt 404 bebeod .etriodtis 
soote Atiw solxeaA nitold ni edtnom 
stoped. , 2826160 .ytid emanet te 
eumoelt s qu tee .2ef of . amid bas 
“51 boo base pnitoellos to el uberive 
etélsoloteqriedt wolle?t dtiw gnitsved 
nem ined pala” of easlmoing ‘otlgeed 
dsear ot evannepso elf ol“ eetone 
lsitreees ent ebrslittuce ynnve 
thopnet egw eezoon gniteel lod 
A+iw olve o82 of mtd tidus yerT 
nelitise Ss 2d 


Yad 


. Teor 


ot thew eone wel not .1 - 


ot yidleneteo .enul al sbinol? - 


asd t! tid ,(oebI td) evenu? toellad 
ditiw nese eew ed tent betroger nved 
eit ol atvede sot pnidel? noeliw ba 
6 onibest .eyeat et to eretew 
avoune te eldt setts noi tesev 
sinvotiicd of bebesootg ead ,ytivitos 
bowet: of eetrel? edt nt rAptt enonw 
oft bk wit betouttert ahead oe 
ite oW ttl to yriqorotidg nelbnt 
-wor! “evetedw mot thtened .of eqor 
eft ot oad Tipuord eed anol éebet 
~tes3 


_olddeD .etiw at base blued .d 
ett .ehumeS al yivl bre enul Thege 
dtron exit ‘no bas cape wo ,semerted 
107 pnidool op! otteu4 to Ttesoo 
ofybute bos ellsne bas! eneootelel4 
wit 
.2tisne miebom ni tnemmoviveas ons 

,sugseiloo eld bane donslD .10 
ewe eft to .wwdensté bived .70 
.otdO ,eudew!od .muezuM yooreiyh 
otve eteullom tetew-dae rt betael foo 
wit to gefiness toqqu ant nmi yievie 
roltibeque itedT evil osezedasT 


/leuotveng eft. pntiqmec betwtont 


siwangt-war ‘ett to etieq cworinu 
,epenistb of dO att to sevin 


battoasnev otust 0 . 


ifede neewted nolteter ort - 


pewter pian BA, 
6 ot txen Tee 
efit tent min ‘ 
ni nevet nave bet at 
ben eft: tedt .¥eoloee a 


tert bas (0 wol 6 atin beg 


oe 


opr idegid of nwt < 

—e20ld ‘base NORTH 

eld to east A ot 9 

ent pagent 
bert: of. 

bebaehte wy 


reeups en 
| enema 12 oh 
nl ‘need eon 


seupineost 18 
-btet? eft of nolt 
~ipebqee aint no 
laalgotoeteo ert: * 
aiteemab bee bi fw 


wh strive. 8 ee 


4 


ae 
ei . tt he ronnie 


Dr. Wilson (shark fishing eartter 
with John Lawrence) was In Florida on 
sabbatical, completing the first year 
of a study (with Daniel Simberloff, a 
former graduate student) of recoloni- 
zation In "experimental islands." 
These are tiny red mangrove islands 
which have been fumigated to remove 
all arthropods without harming the 
plant life. Within tess than a year 
as many species of arthropods had 
returned to the Islands as had been 
there before the fumigation. 


GRADUATE STUDENTS 


The modern student In systematic 
biology spends as much time in the 
fleld (preferably more!) as in the 
Museum. This is well documented by 
recent activities of our graduate 
students. 


Bob Jenkins has returned from 
Costa Rica where he spent almost a 
year studying the ecology of two 
frult-eating grosbeaks (Saltators). 
He lived with his wife and child in 
a trailer and moved around after 
the birds. Some locations were 
more primitive than others.... Both 
Bob and Diane enjoyed this wild and 
fascinating country strewn with pre- 
Columbian artifacts. They returned 
to Cambridge in time for the birth 
of their second child, Robert, Jr. 

It seems appropriate that Bob -- with 
Allan Greer -- and under the auspices 
of Dr. Mayr, Is now giving a Fresh- . 
man Seminar on "the population problem." 


Stewart Peck spent three months 
In the field in the eastern U. S. 
gathering beetles for his thesis. 
But Instead of sitting on mangroves 
and acquiring a suntan, he did most 
of his collecting in forests and 
caves, which explains his rather pale 
appearance this fall. 


Bil! and Mary Jane West Eberhard 
(with thelr new baby, Jessica) spent 
the summer as research fellows at 
the Edmund Niles Huyck Preserve In 
Rensselaerville, New York, studyling 
the natural history of fungus gnats. 
Jon and Julia Reiskind and the Ellis 
McLeod family were among thelr 
visitors. (Jon,one of Dr. Levi's 
former students, Is an assistant 
professor at the University of Florida 
at Gainesville; Ellis, who got his 
degree here with Professor Carpenter, 
Is now at the University of IIIInols.) 


Jim Sprinkle spent his time In 
the West collecting Cambrian echI- 
notds. He thinks that this collection 
Is probably the largest anywhere and, 
having discovered a new class of 
echinoids, Is now working on It with 
a colleague from the University of 
Utah. 


Craig Wood, Kay Behrensmeyer, 
and Lance Eriksen went back to 
Paleocene deposits In the Twin Butte 
area of Wyoming. They were almost 
too successful! Craig and our 
preparation team will probably be 
busy for years preparing teeth and 
jaws of primitive mammals from the 
several tons of concentrated matrix 
the expedition brought back. Kay 
has already moved on to other fields-- 
she and Vince Magllo are now looking 
for early Plelstocene foss!II| remains 
of elephants, pigs, rhinos, etc... 
in the Lothagam HiI!s of northwestern 
Kenya, just west of Lake Rudolph, 
where MCZ expeditions have been 
working since 1967. 


Roger Wood has returned from 
six months in Kenya and Uganda on 
an expedition sponsored by the 
National Geographic Soclety. He 
brought back with him several 
hundred recent turtles. Information 
obtatned from recent fauna will enable 
Roger to extrapolate range of varia- 
tion as it concerns the foss!I! forms 
comprising his thesis. 
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Merrill Foster Is still working 
on his Antarctic brachiopods which 
he collected In January and February, 
1968. During the summer he attended 
the symposium on Antarctic Ecology 
In Cambridge, England, and made a 
quick tour of European museums 
including the British Museum and the 
natural history museums In Paris 
and Stockholm. 


With the beginning of the 
academic year a new crop of graduate 
students arrived from all over the 
United States. Robert Bullock from 
the University of Maine and Richard 
Dehlinger from the University of 
California have joined the Mol lusk 
Department. Tom Hlavac comes from 
Purdue to work on beetles. New 
students In Arachnology are Val 
La May from Idaho, and Bil! Shear, 
who last taught at Concord College, 
Athens, West Virginia. James O. 
Juvik and A. Ross Kiester, both 
from California, and Robert Trivers 
from Harvard College, are In the 
Herpetology Department. Michael} 

A. Rex comes from Indiana to study 
marine biology with Dr. Fell; and 
a new Canadian student, M. Ross 
Letn, who halls from Saskatchewan, 
will work on birds. 


LECTURES AND TRAVEL 


Dr. Mayr spent a qulet summer 
of writing at his country place In 
New Hampshire, interrupted only 
by weekly visits to the MCZ. In 
October he and Mrs. Mayr went to 
Munich where he gave a lecture on 
the conceptual foundations of 
evolutionary biology. From October 
24-28, he was guest of the Department 
of Zoology at Cambridge University. 
He served as Hans Gadow Lecturer, 
held conferences, and gave a seminar 
with students and faculty. He was 
especially impressed by the way 
Cambridge, whose leadership in 
molecular biology is outstanding, Is 
now cultivating organismic biology 


and has greatly strengthened this 
area by several recent appointments. 
A very pleasant part of the trip was 
a reunion with former MCZ friends, 
Harry and Dorothy Whittington and 
Fred Marshall. 


During the following week In 
London, Dr. Mayr participated in a 
symposium, jointly organized by the 
Linnaean Society of London and the 
British Ecological Society, on 
speclation in the tropical environ- 
ment. Here again he saw old friends 
from Europe and America, among them 
Ira and Bobby Rubinoff who had come 
from Panama. He conferred with the 
Secretary of the International Com- 
mission of Zoological Nomenclature, 
and lectured both at the Imperial 
College and at the annual meeting 
of the Systematics Association. 
After a short visit to the University 
of Sussex to discuss "the cost of 
evolution" [Haldane] with John 
Maynard Smith, the Mayrs returned 
to Cambridge. 


Dr. and Mrs. Romer have been 
traveling as usual. Mrs. Romer tells 
it like it Is: "ASR got In ten days 
of work in Texas [In August, mostly 
subsurface geology looking at oll 
well logs in an alr-cenditioned 
office. In September we went to the 
annual Symposium of Vertebrate 
Paleontology and Comparative Anatomy 
held this year In Reading, England, 
with a ffleld excursion to localities 
in the Old Red of the Welsh Border- 
‘Land afterward. 


"In October the Romers spent 
two weeks at the University of 
Cincinnati where ASR was the annual 
Visiting Lecturer. Most recently 
we have been to the University of 
Montana to lecture and to Claremont, 
Catifornia, to take part In the 
dedication on November 3 of the 
Raymond M. Alf Museum and Science 
Canter at the Webb School. (Ray 
Alf, on leave from Webb, spent the 
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academic year 1961-62 at the MCZ and 
still speaks of It as one of the most 


In early September Dr. Lyman 
spoke at a symposlum on dormancy 


exciting and rewarding years of his 
life.) The Romers then went on to 
Mexico City for the meeting of the 
Society of Vertebrate Paleontology 
and to Caracas, Venezuela, for a 


Latin American Zoological Congress." 


Professor Patterson did not 
wield the spade last summer, but he 
didn't stay home elther. He was 
looking at African collections In 
museums from London to Johannesburg 
via Nalrobi and Pretoria. 


The summer activities of Dr. 
Mead were so numerous they must be 
reported In shorthand: Attended 
meeting on Peruvian Upwel ling 
phenomena in Seattle In June. 
Proceeded to Scripps Institute of 
Oceanography to contribute a 
paper to a symposium on the sclen- 
tific exploration of the South 
Pacific sponsored by SCOR, UNESCO's 
Scientific Committee on Oceano- 
graphic Research. Repaired to 
Napa, Callfornia, to awalt arrival 
of daughter, Gale Graf Mead, on 
July 12. Was invited by the gov- 
ernment of Chile, through our NSF, 
to serve as an advisor on the for- 
mulation of a Chilean national 
program for marine research and 
development -- hence, with Mrs. 
Mead, spent three weeks In August 
In Chile studying many Institutions 
now Involved with the marine 
sciences. Returned to Harvard In 
September to begin the fish course. 


Late in the summer Dr. Boss 
left for Europe In spite of a 
broken arm, the reward of playing 
with youngsters on Fernald Drive. 
He gave a paper at the Malacolo- 
gical Congress In Vienna, and 
studied type-specimens and less 
august mollusks at museums In 
Amsterdam, Lelden, and London. 


and survival which was organized 

by the British Society of Experi- 
mental Blology and held at the 
University of East Anglia, Norwich, 
-- where the architecture Is modern, 
the teaching advanced, and the 
dormitories co-ed. (ED NOTE: 
Perhaps the next symposium will be 
entitled "Dormancy and survival in 
a co-ed dormitory.") 


RESEARCH NOTES 


Not all the exciting events of 
last summer occurred In the field. 
Some staff members found It conven- 
jent and rewarding to stay In or 
close to Cambridge and to enjoy the 
balmy summer air of New England. 
While dotng this, Herb Levi made 
an interesting discovery. After 
trying for about six months to 
locate a certain type-specimen of a 
spider, he finally heard that it 
could be found fn a Dublin Museum. 
He wrote to Ireland, and was promptly 
informed that the type was out on 
loan and that he should check with 
Peckham. This seemed an Impossible 
task since Peckham died In 1914. 
But Herb Levi was undaunted -- he 
just walked over to the cases where 
the Peckham materfal was stored at 
the MCZ, and sure enough found the 
valuable specimen. 


Prompted initially by the 
Freshman Seminar Program (and 
embarked upon with considerable 
skepticism), Dr. Barry Fell decided 
In 1965 to give freshmen a chance to 
participate in research. The first 
year's experlence surprised at least 
one skeptic, so in subsequent years 
a more ambitious offering has been 
made. The frults of this program 
are now becoming evident in the 
shape of a growing list of research 
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papers written by undergraduates and 
accepted for publication. This 
includes extensive Antarctic mappIng 
projects sponsored by the NSF and 
the American Geographical Society 
and covering such groups as brittle- 
stars and starfishes. Other under- 
graduate papers soon to be published 
deal with sea urchins and starfishes 
of Easter Island. 


The associates in marine biology 
collaborated fruitfully this year 
with each other and with students. 
For instance, the study of sea-floor 
photographs obtained by Dr. Sanders 
and Dr. Hessfer on the Alvin, together 
with some specimens collected on one 
dive, resolved the puzzling reports 
and sketches of an animal with a 
cluster of finger-like organs on a 
spherical body. The animal turned 
out to be a well known, deep-water 
species of sea urchin which, however, 
discards Its venom sacs when it Is 
disturbed. Because of this unusual 
habit all specimens previously taken 
had lost these organs, and even their 
existence was unsuspected. So the 
"well known" specles was In fact 
considerably less well known than had 
been thought. 


Thanks to Jim Clark and Louls 
Sevilitti, skipper of the Salvatore, 
the program of In-shore trawling and 
dredging got off to an early start 
this term. A power block and a water- 


sampler have been added to the equipment. 


Members of the Freshman Seminar on | 
marine biology have also particlpated. 
Since the University does not offer 
Insurance for class activities at sea, 
the boat program is operated on the 
lines of a club, and Its management 

Is In the hands of the students. 

After four years of this experlence, 
it seems that here Is a good example 
of the contribution an Informal student 
body can make towards enriching the 
content of academic studies. 


During August, Dr. Ruth 
Turner arranged and moved some 5,400 
drawers of specimens of gastropods. 
In the time left over from this 
giant housekeeping chore, she dived 
for mollusks trying to discover 
their relationship with an Intro- 
duced seaweed, Codium. This plant 
first turned up In the late 40's 
and appeared at Cape Cod four 
years ago. By now it has spread 
to such an extent that it does 
much damage to mollusk fisherles, 
especially the scallop Industry. 
Her assistant was Bob Dean, a senlor 
honors student, who Is studying the 
population dynamics of Buccinum 
updatum, a northern whelk of the 
New England coast. 


Dr. Darlington writes: "At 
the Museum something unexpected 
always turns up. Most exciting 
recently was the receipt of an 
enormous new carabld from Puerto 
Rico. It is not only much larger 
than any of the 300-odd species of 
Carabidae previously known from the 
West Indies, but It is a member of 
a well characterized group of these’ 
beetles that has radiated remarkably 
on Puerto Rico, or possibly on this 
island plus the northern part 
of Hispaniola. Also, the structure 
of the new species suggests that its 
behaviour is modified, and that the 
group to which it belongs has 
radiated behaviorally as well as © 
taxonomically. By a remarkable 
coincidence, | recelved this specl- 
men the same day that Dr. Mayr 
Invited me to participate ina 
symposfum In Puerto Rico next June. 
Seeing the specimen hurried my 
acceptance. 
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HONORS AND OTHER DISTINCTIONS 


Since the last Newsletter Dr. 
Simpson has recelved two degrees of 
Doctor of Science honoris causa, one 
from Kenyon College and the other 
from the University of Colorado. 


Dr. Mayr received an honorary 
doctor's degree from the University 
of Munich. (At the ceremony IT was 
especially mentioned that he was the 
Director of "the world's leading 
natural history museum.") 


In October, Dr. Mead was appointed 
Research Associate at the California 
Academy of Sciences. 


A "profile" of Howard Evans 
appeared In a recent issue of the 
Harvard Alumni Bulletin, and on 
October 14, Dr. Evans himself was 
on the Today Show, TV's great 
morning program, where his new 
book, Life on a Little-known 
Planet was the topic of discussion. 


PUBLICATIONS 


The scholarly writings of the 
Museum's staff and assoclates are 
numerous, and have been listed in 
the annual report. However, three 
books, all recently published, 
should be mentioned here because 
of their appeal to a wider public: 
The Procession of Life by A. S. 

Romer (a volume of the "World 

Natura! History" series); Life on a- 
Little-known Planet by Howard E. Evans 
(E. P. Dutton & Co.); and The Spiders 
and Their Kin by Herbert Levi (A 
Golden Nature Gulde). 


GOODBYES 


Nelda Wright retired In June as 


editor of the MCZ Bulletin and Breviora 


after more than thirty years of dedi- 
cated service. The staff gave her a 
farewell luncheon at the Faculty Club 


on May 24. It was a festive 
occasion and also a happy one since 
Nelda fs not leaving us altogether 
-- she Is planning to continue as 
Dr. Romer's research assIstant. 
Mrs. Elizabeth Pfohl, who was 
Nelda's assistant for many years, 
has taken over the job as editor. 


Vojislav Jovanovic, a post- 
doctoral fellow in Ornithology, plans 
to return to Yugoslavia after 
Christmas. His special interest 
while he was here was the development 
of Improved methods for the study 
of avian chromosomes. 


Robert Henderson, who has been 
a postdoctoral fellow in Marine In- 
vertebrates these past two years, 
plans to take up his teaching career 
again soon; this time at the Univer- 
sity of Townsville In northern 
Queensland. He will continue his 
researches on Tertiary sea urchins 
of the southwest Pacific. 


THANKS TO MARY ALICE EVANS 


After two years of editing the 
Newsletter, Mrs. Evans resigned In 
order to finish her biography of 
Wiittam Morton Wheeler. Her News- 
letters were so Interesting, not 
only to the MCZ staff and students 
(and their wives), but also to many 
ex-students and Friends that the 
mailing list has grown steadily. 
Everyone Is grateful for her con- 
tribution to the Museum, but the 
two who will miss her most are 
her replacements who already find 
the standard she set very hard to 
approach. 


--Grete| Mayr 
--Barbara B. Palne 
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